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I. His H, Speech to his Life-Guard 


of SWITZERS, at their general Ren- 
dezvous in D- 2 5— . 


II. Certain Important Hints deliver*d to 
an Aſſembly of IxvzeznDenTs, at the : 
Fountain-Tavern in the Strand. 
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There is a Tids in the Affairs of Men, 

| Which, taken at the Flood, leads on to Fortune 3 

| Omitted, all the Voyage of their Life 

| E bound in Shallows and in Miſeries. 

| On ſuch a full Sea are we now afloat, 

| And we muſt take the Current while it ſerves, 

Or loſe our Ventures. SHAKESPEARE, 
— The Gods fl 

Ga angry with our Patience: 'Tis their Care ] 

And muſt be YouRs that guilty Men eſcape not. 
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HIS 


3 SPEECH 


TO HIS 


LIFE-GUARD. 
GENTLEMEN, 


Here followed 4 little Pauſe, in which Interval all 
preſent made their beſt Baws thrice over.] 


N critical Times, Countenance is Strength : 
1 The Honour, therefore, that you have done 
me To-night, deſerves my. fincereſt and hear- 
tieſt Acknowledgements. I have, tis true, ſeen a 
more numerous Appearance. on a like Occaſion, 
when the Sky was clearer over Head: But I do 
not wonder that Summer-Birds take their Leave 
when they apprehend Winter to be at Hand. 
Hiſtory, if I remember right, is full of Inſtances 
of the like Nature: But, perhaps, no Hiſtory can 
ſhew me an Inſtance of a M r, believed to be 
in his Wane, ſurrounded as I have the Happineſs 
to be at preſent. 
Before, I looked upon you as my Followers, 
but I now embrace you as my Friends: Nor, 


when 
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when I conſider attentively who and what you 
are that ſtay, can I regret thoſe I have loſt: 
Thoſe had long the Spirit of Oppoſition in 
them, before it broke out; and when they re- 
ceived their Charge, were more inclined to diſ- 
pute than obey. But you I know, by Experience, 
to be good Men and true; ſuch as have ſtuck at 
nothing to do your Duty; ſuch as have but one 


Mind, one Will, one Voice, and all at my Devo- 
tion. 


[ Here they all bowed down to the Ground as before.] 


| Notwithſtanding the Fury of the Populace, 

then, the Spleen of Libellers, the Clamours of Pe- 
titioners, or the Speeches of ſelf-ſufficient Orators, 
with ſuch a Corps as you for my Guard, I eſteem 
myſelf fill ſafe, ſtill in a Condition to defeat their 
joint Menaces, and give the Law both to S—e 
and People. 

"Tis true, preſuming rather too much on the 
All: ſuffciency of M y; I have ſuffered the 
Chariot of Power to be drove a little too near the 
Precipice, and a Hair-Breadth-'Scape beſtows no 
great Credit on a Politician: For this I take 
Shame to myſelf ; but, if I calculate rightly, and 
even my Enemies allow that no Body is more in 
the Secret of Numbers than I, the Ballance ſtill 
leans in our Favour; and ſhould not I have the 
Addreſs to win over one ſingle Convert, we are 
of ourſelves able to carry any Point we pleaſe ; 
I mean, if, like the Macedonian Phalanx of old, we 
are all governed by the ſame Motion. 

Recolle&, Gentlemen, that a fundamental 
Queſtion, relating to the H—r S—n, which 
we have all ſo much Reaſon to honour, was car- 
ried but by one ſingle Vote: If, therefore, we 
havea M ty, however minute and inconſi- 


derable in the Compariſon, the Concluſion is as 
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ſtrong in our Favour, and a Law as much a Law, 
if carried by four, as by four hundred. 

All the Diſadvantage we have to apprehend 
then from the preſent Criſis is this; The thinner 
the Garriſon the ſeverer the Duty: No Man mult 
therefore hope to be abſent on Furlow.; Pleaſure 
for a while muſt not be thought of; Love and 


Wine mult be forget; even Sickneſs itſelf muſt | 
ſcarce be indulged. 


It is ſaid, as I am inform- 
ed, in Scripture, Thar, e know not what a Day or 
an Hour may bring forth. Let that Sentence be ever 
before your Eyes, and give your Attendance ac- 
cordingly ! 

For myſelf, you may depend upon it, I ſhall 
ſer you the Example: Notwithſtanding I might 
plead the Priviledge of Age, Infirmity, and a 


thouſand different Avocations in my Excuſe, you 


will ſee me take my Scat among the Foremoſt, 
ou will ſee me hold it to che Taft My own 
kye and my own Ear, will be Witneſs to every 

n's Behaviour, and as at the Beginning, ſo at 
the End of the **#*##**#* my own Hand ſhall 
proportion every Man's Reward. : 

My Enemies, I know, flatter themſelves with 
other Auguries and Divinations, and, over their 
Cups, have already diſpoſed of my Fate: But fo 
they have done for many a Seaſon paſt, and have 
as conſtantly been diſappointed ; all Blufter in 
the Beginning, and all Smoke in the End. 


May the filling a State- Sieve be ever their Deſtiny 
both here and hereafter! 


[ bu this Place a Handful of thoſe neareſt the Spokeſ- 
: man brayed out Amen! ) 
Formidable, I muſt acknowledge, they are; 
exaſperated they cannot fail to be ; Pretences for 
Clamour abound rather more than ever; Cabals 
and Conſultations I know they have had, and con- 
certed Schemes are already formed to hurry on 
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[ 6 ] 
the Cataſtrophe of their Plot with all poſſible Prect- 


pitation: Ways and Means have even been found 
out to ſolder up for a while their late Diſunion; 


and both Parties agree to draw in the ſame Yoke. 


[This Paragraph ſeemed to have a flrange Effect on the 
Faces of the Audience] 


You ſee, Gentlemen, I am very. little appre- 
henfive of your being terrified with this Repre- 
ſentation of rhe Strengh, Artifice, and Reſolution 
of our Adverſaries : If I could not depend upon 
your Zeal and Fidelity, I am perſuaded your 
Experience and Fore-Thought would be Security 
for your Steadineſs and Perſeverance. You have 
already ſome Reaſon to know that theſe Malig- 
nants are but ill cemented together; that they 
have a mutual Jealouſy of each other; and that, 
when they make a deſperate Puſh, nothing is more 
eaſy than to call off their Leaders, and leave the 
Herd ro ſhift for itſelf — Or, if this Expedient, fo 
frequently practiſed with Succeſs, ſhould, at laft, 
deceiv2 me; if they ſhould indeed grow trouble- 
ſome, and, with a high Hand, carry all before 
them, don't imagine that we are without Reſource. 
Though the P e has of late Years been ſel- 
dom brought into Play, tis an Engine of great 
Force, and, in able Hands, is almoſt as capable as 
ever of doing great Execution. Remember we 
are fixed on that Rock of Power, and that it is 
pre-determined we ſhall ſtand or fall together. 
To d-f-v-, may be as dreadful a Sound to a 
* t, as 1—p—ch to a M r; and 
when they are apprized of their own Danger, 
they may grow more cautious in carry ing Things 
to Extremities with us. 

I would nor have Gentlemen think I ſpeak 
this from a Conſciouſneſs that we are likely 
to be hard drove; or, at leaft, that I myſelf in 
particular have Reaſon to bolieve, that the Ser- 

VICES 


N I live, and move, and hold my Being. 
> 
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vices of my Friends are now more than common- 
ly neceſſary for my Preſervation. No; it is for 
the Sake of my Friends, I enlarge thus much on 
the Points before us; tor, as to myſelf, I am alrea- 
dy ſecure from the Power of my Enemies, though 
obliged to endure their Invectives: And the fre- 
uent Attempts they have made to introduce a 
—ce-B-ll, muſt convince you, that you are but 
Grafts on my Stock, and that if I am removed, 

your Places will know you no more. 
In deſerting me, then, 3 would ny deſert 
our own Intereſt; for, though ſhook, I am not 
like to fall; and the firſt that turns his Back ſhall 
find I have ſtill both Spirit to reſent, and Power 
to puniſh, What I declare now is but agreeable 
to my former Practice, which you may all remem- 
ber was ever to diftribute the Favours of the 
C among ſuch ,whoſe Attachment was with- 
out Reſerve, and to withdraw them the very Mo- 
ment they had the Preſumption to affect Indepen- 
cy, or aſſociate with my declared Ene mies. Vou 
will remember likewiſe, that, in following this 
Maxim, I ſpared no Man for his Importance, or 
Abilities, or Services: The Greateſt I made Ex- 
amples ro the Leaſt; and when charged with this 
Conduct, as a Crime, avowed it, defended it pub- 
licly, and took Occaſion from thence to ler the 


whole World know what was the Tenure of Pre- 


ferment in G—— B——, 

Gentlemen will forgive me, I hope, for ſpeak- 
ing ſo much inthe firſt Perſon: Both what I have 
faid, and what I have done, is in Behalf of One 
mightier than I, and in whom I may conſiſtently 


o though curſed in the City, though baited in 
the H——, though obnoxious from one End of 


the Kingdom to the Other, with him I have both 


the Honour and Happineſs to find a Sanctuary 


from = Perſecutors, to have the Doors ſhut on 


their Abuſes, to have Complaints interpreted into 


B 3 Merits, 


[$8] 
Merits, and Threats againſt me, underſtood to be 
levelled beyond me; to be heard with Grace, 
and, as the grand Conſequence of all, in ſpite of 
Envy and Oppoſition, to be continued in Power. 
In Confidence of which, Gentlemen, I look 
upon myſelf as authorized to ſpeak in the Stile I 
have uſed, and to tell you again, that Obedience 
is the only Pledge of all you poſſe, and all you 
hope for; and that whether you conform to this 


Condition or no, I ſhall not be deſtitute of Sup- 


port, nor can be without Friends to execute what 
you refuſe. 


[Dzring all this Part 4 the Diſcourſe, ſcarce one 
of the Company had Courage enough to lift up his 
Eyes.) 


Whatever Sneerers may ſay with reſpect to my 
Conduct in F—gn A rs, I have not ſlumber- 
ed with the Rudder in my Hand at home: No; 
Jam prepared for all Events, and am ſo every- 
way fortihed, that I think I may ſet Fortune her- 
ſelf at Defiance. | 

You are free, therefore, to commence P ts 
if you pleaſe, and accept of empty, precarious 
Popularity for your Reward; or to join Hands 
with me in the Patione, and ſhare with me in the 
Harveſt of G t. 5 | 

There are thoſe, I know, who give out, in or- 
der to damp your Zeal, that even the Harveſt I 
refer to is at an End: That a ſeven Years Dearth 
is on the Point of ſucceeding to ſo many 'Times 
ſeven of Abundance: And that the Monſter Cor- 
ruprion, they talk of, will in the End deyour his 
Feeder. — — But alas! none but Novices can 


vent ſuch Stuff in earneſt, and none but Novices 
can believe it. Tis true, we have given the Land 
no Reſt, nor any one Article it produces; nor 
have we been at any great Expence in Manure, in 
order to recruit what was annually exhauſted — 


Notwith- 
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9 ] 
Notwithſtanding all which, the Soil is fo far from 
being worn out, that, it the Labourers do their 
Duty, and earn their Hire, the Crop will ill an- 
ſwer as richly as ever, and ſhall be as faithtully 
roportioned according to each Man's particular 
eſervings. 


[hn this Place the Audience expreſſed a very ſingula 
Satisfaction] | 


Every Body knows, that if my Hands fall hea- 
vy on my Enemies, they are ever open to my 
Weld And that if you lend your Shoulders to 
me, I have returned the Compliment with my 
Back to every One of you, who had Occaſion for 
It. In plain Eugliſb, whoever has had the Miſ- 
fortune of being hunted in the H——, for Abuſe 
of Power, Breach of 'T— |, or any Species of 
Corn whatever, has been ſure to find in me 
an Advocate, a Protector, a Saviour, and a Deli- 
verer. Many among you owe your very 
S—ts, as wel! as the Appointments annexed to 
them, to my Grace and Favour: Thoſe of many 
more of you totter underneath your Weight, and 
nothing bur my Countenance and Authority can 
keep you in Poſſeſſion: Many of you have I reſ- 
cued our of the Phangs of the Laws, and qualifi- 
ed to ſet them at yr as and ſome of you TI 
have made the Envy of your fellow Subjects, who 
were before, and when J pleaſe, will again be 
their Scorn. 


[IV is remarkable not one Face appeared to be incen- 
ſed or abaſhed at this Treatment.] 


Excuſe my Bluntneſs,—this is no Seaſon for Com- 
pliments; and it is fit we ſhould underſtand on 
another to the Bottom, | 8 
For all theſe Reaſons, I might ſpare myſelf the 
Trouble of reaſoning you into a Conformity to 


my 


f 
: 
| 
| 
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my Will and Pleaſure, and exact it as a Debt, — 
J can't ſay of Honour, but but —— 
you underftand me ——— One good Turn de- 
ſerves another. — [I might alſo call upon 
your Gratitude for a proper Return: I might, 

ſay, it Gratitude could be expected where Ho- 
nour is not.] will not therefore touch up- 
on that Head: It will be to as little Purpoſe 
as to draw Bills on the Inſolvent; and ſhall con- 
fine myſelf to the Topic of Intereſt only: That's 
what you all underſtand, what you all revere, 
what you all follow. Tis then your Intereſt, you 
know it is, to do as you are bid, to caſt away all 
Scruples, to deſpiſe Cenſure, to rep nt your 
P—y M—ſ—r, and avenge yourſelves upon your 
C ry, whoſe Curſes ever did and ever will pur- 
ſue you, asthoſe they efteem their worſt Enemies. 

And this Gentlemen may do, without giving 
the leaſt Alarm to their Conſciences, if they do 
but conſider, that they fit by Purchaſe, not E—nz; 
and whatever a Man has bought on one Hand, 
he has a Right to ſel] on the other ————In 
carrying your V—s to M—k—t, therefore, you 
literally rep nt your Principals, who did the 
ſame, and by accepting your M—n—y, authoriz- 
ed you to make the bel Bargain you could for 
yourſelves. 

Having premiſed thus much in general, you 
may expect, perhaps, that I ſhould now deſcend 
to every Particular of your Charge; but this will 
be ſuperfluous. He that is acquainted with the 
Buſineſs of any one 8— n during my long A 
n, is acquainred with all; and Affairs are 
not yet ripe enough to offer at any Thing new. 
For the Sake of freſh Hen, I will, however, en- 
large a little farther than would be ſtrictly neceſ- 
fary ; if, like their Brethren above, they had the 
Advantage of being lighted on their Way by 
thoſe infallible Guides the Lanthrons of the 
C——ch. 

To 
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To proceed, then; I have already hinted, that 
what 1s of prime Importance, 1s a cloſe Atten- 
dance; and this I inſiſt upon from all without 
Reſerve, from Day to Day, early and late, whe- 
ther ſummoned or not, be the Bufineſs in Hand a 
Point of Conſequence, or a Matter of Form: I 
know the Strength of both Parties is united againſt 
us, that their joint Attack will be furious, that 1t 
will be often repeated, and that neither Vigilance, 
Zeal, Perſeverance, Wiſdom, Courage, or Arti- 
fice, will be wanting to drive us out of the Field: 
And, for our Comfort, I likewiſe know, that if, 
in ſpite of all, they are defeated, were the great 
Hampden and Pym to riſe from the Dead, rhey 
would ſcarce have Intereſt enongh to induce them 
to make Head againft us any more. I ſay, there- 
fore, firſt and laſt, attend, on Pain of being ca- 
ſhired without Mercy. 

I am next to apprize you, that all Motions, 
Queſtions, &. are reducible to two Claſſes: 


Thoſe relating to the Eſt-5/-ſbm-nt, and thoſe re- 


lating to the Ch t=: The firſt is the Citadel 
we ere poſted to defend; from thence we make 
our Excurſions, there we treaſure up our FoRaGe, 
and there we he ſnug and warm in our Winter- 
Quarters: Whenever, therefore, any Demand is 
made in Behalf of the ſaid Citadel, either to 
ſtrengthen the Fortifications, increaſe the Num- 
ber of the Garriſon, advance their Pay, lay the 
Country round about under Contribution, or to 
ſecure and enlarge the Power of the commanding 


Officer and his Adjutant; you are all, with one 


Voice, to roar out Ays, and perſiſt in the ſaid Af- 
firmative, right or wrong, till you have trod all 
Oppoſition under Foot, and carried your Point in 
all irs Forms. 

On the other hand; if the Enemy make their 
Approaches, if they threaten a Blockade, or pre- 
pare for a regular Stege: If they proceed by Sap, 
or place all their Hopes upon a Storm: To Speak 

plainly, 


[ 72 ] 

plainly, if ny preſume to contend that the ſaid 
Citadel will be ſafeſt without Walls, and that, 
therefore, it ought to be diſmantled: That the 
Garriſon 1s over-fed, over-paid, and of no Uſe 
bur to plunder the circumjacent Provinces: That 
the commanding Officer 1s grown terrible, and 
his Adjutant ought to be hanged, you are then to 
remember, that No muſt be the univerſal Out- 
cry, and that it becomes every Individual to be as 
tenacious of it, as a Virgin, who holds her Honour 
worth preſerving. 

I have mentioned the CM =- as the contra- 
ry Claſs to that of the E/?-bLjhm-nt, and conſe- 
quently muſt be looked upon as the Head Quarters 
of the Adverſaries.— In all Points, therefore, 
wherein that is concerned, you are only to reverſe 
your Conduct, and be as ſtrenuous to oppoſe 
whatever tends to what is called Re ſs of 
G Ves, or Re—cf of the ct, as you 
were before to defend the M- r, and diſap- 
point every Attempt to circumſcribe the Power 
of the C 

There is likewiſe a Preln Concern, which I muſt 
own I mention ſore againft my Will; but I have 
it ſo ſtrictly in command, that it is as much as my 
Head is worth to diſobey._—— — That Foreign 
Concern, I fay, muſt be naturalized, and the dead 
Weight of that Job muſt reſt upon your Shoul- 
ders, as well as mine. G- d grant that we may 
not be overwhelmed beneath the Load ! 


[This was followed by a General Groan, and ano 
ther moſt pathetic Amen] 


I need not enlarge any farther on theſe Heads. 
= Though I have ſpoken ſomewhat fi- 


guratively, I believe Gentlemen are at no loſs to 


underſtand me. 
Nou there are ſome, though none among you 
I dare be ſworn, who pretend to be fo tender-con- 


ſcienced 
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ſcienced for ſooth, as to call this ac n againſt 
the C-nft-t-t—n.--—Bur this gives me no Pain.— 
Self-Preſervation is the firſt Law of Nature, and 
Jever did, and ever ſhall pay it a moſt implicit 
Obedience. ——] thank Heaven we have no 
Law to make ſuch a C——cy H—— T——n: 
Or, it we had, I know of no Advocate bold 
enough to plead the Iſſue againſt thoſe who are 
at the Head of ſo many Legions. There's 
our Comfort, Gentlemen, there's our Confidence. 
If we do c —re, wee —re with Au- 
thority at our Backs, with Power in our Hands; 
with the Purſe, the Sword, the Law, the Goſpel, 
and all under their Influence, tied to our Intereſt, 
and wholly at our Devotion. When was there 
ſeen before, a C——cy ſo formidable? Where 
can we find an Inſtance of ſuch a C cy de- 
ſtroyed? W hat have we then to apprehend ? 
What ſhall hinder us from giving the finiſhing 
Stroke to a Work already ſo near Perfection? 
Nothing but our own groundleſs Fears of imagi- 
nary Dangers, or as groundleſs Hopes that we ſhall 
be able to puſh our own particular Fortunes with 
more Succeſs, by going over to the Enemy : Neither 
of which ridiculous Chimeras, I am perſuaded, 
can find Entertainment in ſuch Breaſts as yours. 
For my own Part, I don't know whether I moſt 
regard the Faction with Scorn or with Pity. 
hen I confider how much they promiſe, and 
how little they perform, Scorn prevails: When I 
conſider, on he contrary, how manifeſt their Dan- 
ger, and how uncertain their Reward, I am as 
much abſorbed in Pity. We have the Advantage 
to be a regular Corps, thoroughly diſciplined, 


8 commanded, and punctually paid: 


hereas they have the Honour only to be Vo- 
luntiers, to bear their own Charges, and to be eve- 
ry Man his own Maſter: The Conſequence of 
which has hitherto been, that no body is autho- 
rized to reduce the Stragglers under under his 


Stan- 
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Standard, to give the Word in the Day of Acti- 
on, oblige every Individual to do his Duty, and 
ſer a Mark on ſuch as incline towards Mutiny 
and Deſertion. 

I have, moreover, already obſerved, that if 
we c———re, we do it with ſafety; whereas, if by 
repeated Diſappointments driven to Deſpair, they 
ſhould tread one Step beyond the Circle of the 
Laws, P becomes R -, and Beggary 
the Inheritance of their Poſterity. 

Let us then give them no longer Time to clog 
the Wheels of G— t, but employ all the 
Advantages we are now Maſters of, to deprive 
them of their preſent laſt Reſource; that Rage 
and Phrenzy may precipitate them into the Toils 
already ſet for them, and that we may reap the 
Forfeit of their Tranſgreſſions. 

Some of them, we Ma have ſuffered their 
Imaginations to wander over the Alps; and it is 
not im poſſible that their Hands ſhould accompany 
their Hearis. If they ſhould, as the Poet has it, 


Ha vock, and Spoil, and Ruin are our Gain. 


W hat I have farther to add, I ſhall utter occa- 
ſiohally in another Place, or order to be ſignified 
to you by my Gaxerteers; and, for the preſent, 
ſhall diſmiſs you with the uſual Earneſt of my 

ood Intentions; in Confidence that you will not 
all to make me the uſual Returns. 


[At theſe Words, the whole Company formed a Lane; 
through which his H——r walking leiſurely, 
touched every Man, both to the Right and Left, 
ſomewhat after the anner of a humorous Scene 
that is to be found in the Comedy of Paſquin: 
And that material Part of the Buſmeſs of the 
Evening being over, the Aſſembly ſhouted forth 
Vivat His ti——r, and then broke up.] 
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have always thoug 


r. D 
ED So pb ab ab apt 


CERTAIN 


IMPORTANT HiNTS, 


Deliver'd to an 


ASSEMBLY of INDEPEDENTS, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, | 
12 H O' I have always thought it the Duty 


of every M—b-r to vote according to 
his own Senſe of Things, uninfluenced 
by Prejudice, n Example, or Authority, I 

m, likewiſe, that when the Ax 
ſeemed to be laid to the Root of the Conſti— n, 
and Faction was on the Point of becoming Al- 
mighty, it was high Time for all honeſt Men to 
aſſociate in Defence of themſelves, their Poſter - 
ty, and their Country, to form ſome regular 
Scheme on which to proceed, and, in conſequence, 
to take no Step, but what it was the joint Reſolu- 
tion of the whole Body to follow. 

That ſuch we are, and that ſuch are the Views, 
the only Views of this Meeting, I hope we ſhall 
never give any juſt Cauſe to doubt: On the con- 
trary, I perſuade myſelf, that our Actions will 
demonſtrate to all Eurqpe, that the Word Patriot 
has a Meaning as well as a Sound; and that it is 
our cordial Intentions to ſerve, I had like to have 
{aid fave our Country. 


C We 
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We have been long reproached with fruitleſs 

Endeavours, and repeated Difappointments : 1 

more than half conjecture that the Time is come, 

when thoſe Reproaches will be heard no more. 
Tho' Reaſon, Equity, and Facts were always on 
our Side, we had never til now a Proſpect of 4 
beating our Adverſaries at their own Weapons, 
and deciding the Fate of a Queſtion by Tale. c 
Thanks to the noble Efforts of the independent t 
Part of our Fellow Subjects, who were juſtly a- 0 
larmed for the very Being of the Nation; and in 0 
8 


ſpite of all the Influence of Power, and the Pre- 
valence of Cor n, we are enabled to meet 


| our Adverſaries on a Level at leaſt ; whence it ft 
| is reaſonable to conclude, that Integrity and 
Common Senſe will, in the End, get the better | ne 
of Sophiſtry and Guilt; and the good Genius of CC 
B again ſee herſelf in a Condition to-exert | Et 
her Power, and vindicate her Charge. ve 


Of this the Faction are already aware, and look R. 
as if conſcious that the Meaſure of their Iniquities Iy 
was full, as if their Judgment-Day was at Hand. | th: 
But, though humbled, though embaraſſed, we if 
muſt not yet conclude them Hatlew. The Junto | pla 
we have to deal with, even in Ruins, are formid- | ao 
able. Remember a Man of infinite Craft has the | reli 
Direction of them, who fits in the Centre of his | fior 
own Web, ever vigilant to extend his Snares, and | litic 
ever buſy in repairing whatever Out-Line is weak- | fenc 
ened with Service, or by Violence 1 mag non 
Remember he has his Hand in every Man's Poc- are 
ket in G B „and is, or thinks he is, | ſamc 
Maſter of every Man's Sword. Remember on | fon, 

whoſe Shoulders he ſtands; and how difficult it is bate, 
to prevail with Obſtinacy and Self-Will, even to [N i 
make Proviſion for their own Safety. 7 T ; 


If we hope, therefore, to accompliſh the great Coun 


Ends we propoſe, it muſt be by other Meaſures IT hot 

than Drinking and Talking, Writing and Rail- Pubje 

ing. As the Weight is enormous that we are to hat p 

3 | remove, fue go 
to 


heir / 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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remove, our Induſtry, our Perſeverance, our En- 
deavours muſt be ſuitable. When we have torn it 
from its Baſis, when it trembles in AÆgquilibrio, 
and but one vigorous Effort more is wanting to 
overwhelm it in Ruins for ever: Should we, in 
that critical Moment, grow remiſs, and flacken 
our Labours, our Attempt may not only become 
abortive, but the Few, who followed it to the 
laft, may be cruſhed under the Load they hid not 
Strength to hinder from returning to its firſt Po- 


ſition. | 
It is caſy to infer from hence, that we ſhould 
not only be indefatigable but unanimous. A ic- 
e | cond Diſunion, which is the oaly Hope of our 
tr | Enemies, would give the finiſhing Blow to the 
I very Hopes of theſe calamitous K-——ms; their 
k Ruin would be then ſealed, and they might juſt- 
es ly exclaim, There is none to deliver. 1 chule ra- 
FY ther to forget than to reflect on what is paſt Bur, 


ge | If you have any Senſe of the Grievances you com- 
no | plain of, if you have any Affection for eye. Coun- 
* 0 whoſe Cauſe you have ſo ſolemnly eſpouſed, 
relinquiſh all nominal Diſtinctions, 5 K — 
his | fions on each Side, in order to obtain a real Coa- 
and |} lition: And if your Intentions are upright, con- 
ak- dend only who ſhall venture moſt for the Redemp- 
ved. don of the dear Land that gave you Birth: You 
5oc- are all Sufferers alike; you all groan under the 
e is, | fame Yoak; hearken then to the Voice of Rea- 
- on | on, and adminiſter no more Food to Cavil, De- 
it is | bate, and Miſunderſtanding, till the common Ene- 
en to Im 18 ſubdued. 
| I have mentioned the Affection due to our 
Cy. Give me leave to utter a few crude 
ares Thoughts, which occur, to me en paſs on that 
Rail- Pabject. The Faction, inſenſible themſelves of 
hat great firſt Principle, on which all public Vir- 
ue is founded, ſhameleſly infiſt that no ſuch Plant 
to be found in our Soil; and in order to make 
heir Aſſertion good, employ their Tools of all 


. 2 ſorts 
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forts to root out every Seed as faſt as it ſhoots 
for h. This they attempt, by repreſenting all 
thoſe who declare themſelves to be actuated by 
public Spirit, as either a ſort of Puixots, or Com- 
well; in Politics; that is to fay, Knaves or Fools; 
by inculcating that all Men are in their Hearts 
venal; and that even thoſe who ſeem. to be Ex- 
ceptions to this Rule, who deſpiſe Riches, who 
re:uſe Employ ments, and who facrifice their Eaſe, 
Health, Time, aad Fortune to the Service of their 
Country, are governed by Ambition, by Relent- 
ment, by any Thing but Principle. 

In Juſt fication of ourſelves, therefore, for the 
Honour of the whole B - Name, for the fake 
of Mankind, we are obliged ſo to act as may con- 
fure theſe infamous Tenets, ſo as may counte- 
nance our Conſtituents for having fixed on us for 
their Repreſentatives; ſo as may render it the 
Glory of lateſt Poſterity to follow our Example; 
and fo as may leave on our Adverſaries only 
the Reproach of their own deteſtable Concluſions. 
The Hearts of other Men J leave in the 
Hands of their Maker. But as to my own,. | 
I feel it penetrated with Sorrow for any national 

 Misfortune ; 1 feel it glow with Zeal, if called 
upon to atiend any public Du 1 feel it tran- 
| ſported with Joy, when any noble Exploit exalts 
the Reputation of a B I feel it over-F 
whelmed with Confuſion, when our Politics are 
bafled, or our Arms diſgraced : And, from all 
theſe Senfations, I cannot help being poſitive that 
I love my Country. j 

I acknowledge theſe are Proofs which are con- 
vincing only to myſelf. — There let them reſt, 
then. When quiet at home (layi/zg his Hand on 
his Boſom) the great End of my Lite 1s an- 
ſwered. 

With your Pardon, Gentlemen, for this Di- 

reſſion, I now return to what I more immedi 
acely intended to lay before you. 
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J have recommended Unanimity: What we 
have next to conſider of is the moſt effectual Me- 
thod to guard againſt what State-Jockies call 
Pt Craft, which, however ſeemingly in- 
conſiſtent with the Character of a Rep———ve 


of the People, is an Engine, openly, avowedly, 


perpetually in Uſe; and has already more than 
once been of moſt pernicious Conſequence to the 
Intereſt of the Nation. 

Under this Head, I am perſuaded, the Care of 
our conteſted E ns cannot fail of challen- 
ging your firlt Attention; they are the Points that 
the Faction exert their whole Force to carry, 
and they are the Points on which the Fate of all 
the reſt, in a manner, depends. What has been 
obtained by Fraud and Violence, by the fame 
Means, if practicable, would be ſupported ; and 
we have innumerable Inſtances on Record, in 
which the free Choice of the People has been 
rendered vain by the Artifices and Influence of an 
all-cor ng ] —r. Were I to ſay ſuch 
Practices were never more to be apprehended 
than at preſent, who would riſe up to contradict 
me? Were I to ſay that it never was of more 
Importance to this poor Nation, to defeat them, 
who could maintain the Negative? 

Let no Gentleman flatter himſelf, that when 
ſome particular Caſes come to be diſplayed be- 
fore us, the Facts will appear ſo notoriouſly a 
Violation of the Fundamentals of all Liberty, 
that the moſt abandoned Tool will bluſh to pa- 
tronize, or acquit ſuch infamous Proceedings Be 
aſſured there is nothing ſo black but what will 
find Advocates in abundance, and however rotten 
the Member, it is Death to the F n to have 


it lopt of. Conſider, in Proportion to what they 


loſe, we get; and if we are able to ftand our. 


Ground at the Opening, what may we not hope 
for before the Concluſion? 
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Here than let us begin Hoſtilities; and let the 
filling de Com—e-Ch—r be the firſt Blow. That 
you have picched upon a_ Gentlemen fo every 
way unexceptionable, pardon me that I uſe ſo cool 
an Expreflion, I ſhould have faid ſo every. way 
deſerving, I look upon as the. happieſt of all 


Omens. LI congratulate you upon your Choice; 


I: congratulate that worthy Patriot upon the Ho- 


netur he has received; and I congratulate the 


whole Nation on the Services they may expect 
from his equal, moderate, and diſintereſted Be- 
haviour. 

We are next to caſt our Eyes on the S—e of 
the N—n; a molt afflicting, a moſt aſtoniſhing 
Proſpeck! Not many Years ago, we were the 
Envy, the Terror, and the Admiration of the 
toremoſt Nations of Europe; at preſent we are be- 
come che Pity, the Contempt, and Scorn of the 
Meaneit: At Home, impoveriſhed, embaraſſed, 
and divided; Abroad, miſtruſted, cajolled, mena- 


ced, abandoned, and betrayed; in Peace without 


Protection, in Arms without Succeſs: And, tho! 


$4 


Fxpence of the moſt vigorous Meaſures, our 


Swords padlocked, and our Hands tied by a 


For —n Concern, which, by expreſs Stipulation, 
wo have nothing to do with, and which has al- 
reauy colt us, all Articles conſidered, as much a- 
gain as it is worth. 

This is a Brief ot our melancholy Caſe. — But I 


muſt beg your Patience while J expatiate on the 


Particulars which have been fo long complained 


&f, and which are now or never to be redreſſed: 
And herein I will not follow what has been al- 
ready writ or ſlid on the like Review, but take 
ry Picture from the Lute, leaving it to you and 
tiue whole World to judge of the Likeneſs, 

It has ever been the firſt Article of my politi- 
cal Creed, That the Wealth, Strength, and Im- 
PUFIGICE OT this Nation were founded on our 

Com- 


I able to face all Oppoſers, tho? Pr to the full 
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Commerce; which, for many Years paſt, has been 
no other wie conſidered than as it could be made 


ſerviceable to tlie Revenue: It is no Wonder, 
therefore, to hear xe-iterated Complaints, from 


every Port in G B „that its preſent Cir- 
cumſtances are deplorable, nay, almoſt deſperate: 
'That the Dutch have run away with-our Freight : 
That the French have deprived us of ſome Mar- 


kets, and rivalled us in all: That many kinds of 


Goods are daily imported to the Prejudice of our 
own Manufactures :: That this Miſchief is, in a 
manner,.doubled by the Encouragement given by 
Draw backs, &c. to the He- exportation of great 
Quannities of the ſaid- Goods to the Planta: ions: 
That all our Importations, from France in parti- 
cular, which form a conſiderable Article in every 
Bill of Entry, are paid for, either in ready Mo- 
ney or Wool: That the Running of the laſt, a 
Practice which has been ſo long complained of, 
and which ſtill continues to be connived at, is 
alone ſufficient to beggar half the Kingdom: 
That many valuable Branches of Traffic have 
ſunk under the Weight of Monopolies: That 
the Plamations, which are become almoſt the only 
Support of our Navigation, are given for a Prey 
into the Hands of one Man, who divides and ſub- 
divides the Spoil, according to his own good 
Pleaſure : And that the Intereſt. of theſe ineſti- 
mable Appendages is ſo far from being encou- 
raged, that it ſeems to be ſcarce known; or, it 
known, to be totally neglected, or purpoſely diſ- 
countenanced and impugned. | 

To all which let me add, from what we our- 
ſelves have obſeryed, that there ſeems to have 
been a Conſpiracy among certain Perſons againſt 


the whole trading Intereſt ; ſuch a Scorn has 


been manifeſted for their Perſons, ſuch a Con- 
tempt for their Complaints and Remonſtrances ; 
ſuch Me.iſures have apparently been taken to di- 
ſtreis them, and ſuch a malignant Joy has been 
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expreſſed, whenever thoſe Meaſures, as they ſel- 
dom failed, have been attended with the defired 
Succeſs. 

From the State of our Commerce, I paſs to 
that of our Manufactures: And here opens a 
Scene which would almoſt move the Mill-Stone- 
Heart of a Tyrant to Compaſſion. Labour is at 


an End: Oy ſtarves. The Towns that 


ſwarmed with uſeful Mechanics, are now peopled 
with Beggars. In the Cloathing Countries of the 
Weſt, only, no Jeſs than twenty ſeven Thou- 
ſand, according to the beſt Computation, are ei- 
ther already, or ſoon will be out of Employ ; 
with ſcarce a Poſſibility of Relief: The Work- 
houſes over-flowing, the Pariſh-Rates amount- 
ing from ſeven to ten Shillings in the Pound, and 
both Generoſity and Charity wearied out; nay, 
Ability itſelf exhauſted. 

Tis obvious to Common Senſe, that when the 
Merchant encounters ſuch Diiiculies, and the 
Manufacturer groans under {ach Diſtreſſes, the 
Shopkeeper mult ſhare in che general Calamity : 
Accordingly, it appears from the moit curious 
Enquiries, and molt exact Information, that thoſe 
in the Country have ncither Demands on their 
Stock, nor can call in their Caſh ; of Courſe are 
obliged to ftretch their own Credit with, and pur 
a ſtop to all further Orders on thoſe in Town, 
Hence a general Stagnation both of Buſineſs 
ard Money begins to be felc ard complained of 
even in this Capital. Hence many Perſons are 
endeavouring to draw their Effects out of a ſink- 
ing Veſſel. — Hence ſome Rents fall, others are 
ill-paid, ard whole Streets ſeem to be on the 
Verge of becoming deftitute of Inhabitants. 

This naturally leads us to our own Caſe; 
which needs bur little Explanation, and is the 
ſame with that of moſt Landlords in Erzland. 
Few Gentlemen care to explain rheir private 
Difficulties, tho? none can be inſenſible of Ow. 

or 
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For my own Part, I frankly declare, my Tenants 
are ſo little able to make good their Agreements, 


that 1 can ſcarce prevail upon myſelf to urge them to 


it; and yet, at the ſame Time, tho' not the worſt 
Oeconomiſt in the World, tis not in my Power to 
excuſe them. b | 

This, Gentlemen, is a Sketch of the forlorn, but 
true State of this unhappy Community: The Re- 
ſult of a growing Poverty, which if not checked in 
its Progreſs, now, while Time is, will ſoon become 
univerſal ; and, inftead of an Affluence which ſeem- 
ed to have no Bound, will preſent us with a dire 
Reverſe of Ruins without End. 

We have been charged, as before obſerved, with 
being actuated with a Spirit of Ambition; as labour- 
ing not to eſtabiſh but to overturn ; as ſeeking our 


owa private Intereſts, not that of the public. To 


confute theſe Calumnies, we muſt ſo act as every 
Individual, if poflible, may feel himſelf intereſted in 
our Endeavours, and actually become a Gainer by 
the Event. | 

We all know that Government was firſt inſtituted, 
and ſubmitted to, for the Sake of the Governed : 
That the Intereſt of thoſe entruſted with the execu- 


tive Power, though believed to be inwove with that 


of the Commonwealth, was ever looked upon and 
treated as ſubordinate to it. But we have lived to 
ſee thefe Maxims change Hands; we have lived to 
ſee the Laſt uſurp the Place of the Firſt ; and the 
Firſt to be in a manner kicked out of Doors. Hence 
P —ts have been called, and have ſat 8 n 
after 8 n, only to make good the Demands, 
and ſanctify the Oppreſſions of Ms; and then 
have been diſmiſſed, as if the Redreſs of Grievances, 
the Care of our Manners, and the Increaſe of pub- 

lic Happineſs were no Part of their Commiſſion. 
This leads us tb the Root of our preſent Evils : 
On one hand, the moſt notorious Neglects, to ſay 
no worſe: On the other, the moſt unjultifiable 
Ex- 
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Bxactions. — Some Particulars relating to the Firſt 
have been already touched upon; and, if I ſhould 
divide the growing Poverty ſo long complain d of, 
and place, atleaſt, one Half to the Account of the 
Laſt, need I make uſe of any Arguments to prove 
a Truth that is ſelf evident? 22 
Ves, Gentlemen, the preſent enormous Charge 
of G t is a Grievance of the firſt Magnitude; 
and what demands immediate Redreſs, as including 
in it innumerable others, which all contribute more 
or leſs to fill the Meaſure of our Calamities. —— 
Give me Leave to throw ſome Light upon this 
Affair, from the Tranſactions of former Times. 
Even in the obnoxious Reign of: James the Se- 
eond, the whole Amount of the Revenues was no 
more than 1,85 5, 436 J. 14s. 9.4. Half penny; 
which, at the Time of the Revolution, was encum- 
bred with a Debt of 1,054,925 l. 5 5. And in 
the firſt: Year of our Deliverer, the old Eſtabliſh- 
ment of 1,200,000 J. was. voted ſufficient for the 
Support of the Crown in Time of Peace. But Jre-, 
land being then to be reduced, and France to be 
humbled, extraordinary Supplies were demanded, 
and. granted, to the Amount of four, ſive, and fix 
Millions annually, which were levied at ſuch an ex- 
travagant Intereſt, and by ſuch pernicious and de- 
luſive Projects, that when the two Kingdoms were 
united, England was already in Debt 17,762, 842 J. 
175. 3 d. Half penny, though Scotland but one Vear's 
Revenue, which then ſtood at 160,000 J. Sterling. 
The asking and beſtowing Millions annually, and 
the Conſid ration of an immenſe, national Debt, 
were now become ſo familiar to us, that we were 
ſcarce terrified when it appeared, in the Year 1716, 
that the latter amounted to no leſs than 51,000,000 /. 
all Items included. | 
The Rebellion being happily defeated, a profound 
Tranquility enſued, ard it was natural to ſuppoſe, 
that even Pretences would then be wanting for any 
longer 


[ 25 ] 
longer continuing ſuch Impoſitions, as were incon- 
ceivable to our Fathers, and will appear incredible 
to our Children. But nothing is impoſſible to Men 


of Genius; and ſuch were found, wh had firſt the 


Addreſs, to perſuade us that all our Taxe, ought to 
continue as they were, till the national L-bt was 
paid off; and then the Front, when all other Ex- 
pedients failed, to invade the ſacred, unalienable 
Funds, as they were for ſome time called, devoted 
ſo religiouſſy by themſelves as well as the Public, to 
the Diſcharge of the ſaid Debt ! which, from that 
Period, were almoſt ſwallowed up under the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of providing for the Service of 
the current Year: Whence, even according to 
the Accounts made up by the Managers own Direc- 
tions, the Demands upon the Nation, December 
31, 1740, ſtill amounted to forty-five Millions. 
nine hundred and forty-five Thouſand, nine hundred 
forty-ſix Pounds, odd Shillings and Pence; ſo that, 
in the Space of twenty-four Years, the greateſt Part 
of which we were at Peace with all the World, not 
much above five Millions were, upon the Whole, 
diſcharged. 

Gentlemen have long obſerved, that, during this 
perplexed and encumber'd Interval, Ways and 
Means have become the favourite Point of Govern- 
ment, which has been moſt curiouſly pry'd into, 
and moſt induſtriouſſy purſued. That whoever was 
Maſter of the Clue to that intricate Maze the Funds, 


or was Clerk enough to decypher the whole Art and 


Mytte;y of national Book- keeping, had the Credit 
of being thought the moſt conſummate Politician in 
G-—B-—, and therefore fiitelt to be truſted with the 
Vicegerency of all Things: That even every little 
Tool, who made a Part of a M 's Equipage 
in this dirty Road, had the Knack of Bira-liming 
his Fingers, in order to put in for a Fellow-feeling ; 
and, by H—ſh M—ey, or other Indulgencies, be- 
come certain of making his Fortune: That, in fine, 


all 
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all Power was made to center here. That all ima- 
ginable Artifices have been uſed both to continue and 
enlarge that Power, with ſuch Succeſs, that a new 
Syſtem has actually obtained, which has been hitherto 
able to ſupport itſelf againſt the joint Endeavours of 
the whole People to deſtroy it, and which, in all 


Appearance, threatens the C n itſelf. 
Toenumerate all the Proofs which might be urged 
in Support of this laſt Inſinuation would be to give 
a Detail of all the material Points our Adverſaries 
have carried or defeated from the Time of that bold 
Stroke, which extended the Duration-of P 8 
from three to ſeven Vears, till now. For all che 
Points they have carried in that Interval, have been 
either in Aid of the Revenue, to multiply penal 
Laws, enlarge the Power and Influence of the 


. Crown, or to procure a Sanction for the moſt ab- 


ſurd or moſt criminal Proceedings. And all they 
have defeated, have been ſuch as tended to enquire 
into paſt Miſconduct, adjuſt the public Accounts, 
husband the public Treaſure, retrieve the public 


. Greatneſs and Glory, and make notorious Offenders 


a public Example. 

So weak 'has the C n proved in its own 
Defence, and ſo irreſiſtable hitkerto, the Efforts of 
the Enemy to compleat its Undoing ! 

Of what Parts this Syſtem is compoſed, how 
thoſe Parts are linked together, and after what 
manner they correſpond, ſo as to act uniformly and 
conſiſtently together, need not be explained. 
Though we have not as yet been permitted to exa- 
mine all the ſecret Principles upon which it acts; 
the Infide may be known by the Surface, and from 
thence no Manner of Doubt can remain, but that it 
is high Time to break it in Pieces. 

No body ſuppoſes that G 


t can be ſup- 


| ported without Expence ; what therefore the public 
Wants render neceſſary, muſt be chearfully ſup- 
| plied. Without Ability to do Good, no t 


can 
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can be uſeful ; with Ability to do Hurt, no'G——t 
ought to be truſted. Had the mighty Demands, 
made annually on this almoſt exhauſted Country, 
been warranted by apparent Exigencies, and bal- 


lanced by apparent Services, not only not one among 
us, but I verily believe not one among a Million with- 


out Doors, would have objected his own private 
Difficulties, in Bar of what was levied for his Share. 

But, however willing we may be to contribute to 
real Wants, or to pay for real Advantages, tis no. 
to be imagin'd, that when the Nation viſibly waſtes 
away in a Conſumption, it could ſubmit to, or ſup- 
port perpetual Evacuations without the Comfort of 
one Reſtorative. 

*Tis beyond all Controverſy, Gentlemen, that if, 
on the one Hand, all the Reſources of National 
Wealth, arifing from Induſtry, Trade, and Naviga- 
tion, becomes every Day more and more precarious ; 
and, on the other, that the Taxes admit of no pro- 
portionable Diminution, bat continue to fluice off 
the ſame Sums as were exated when the current 
Caſh of the Kingdom was at High-water Mark. 
T ſay, "tis beyond all Controverſy, that our Specie 
will, in the End, be abſorbed in the bottomleſs 
Gulph of Cuſtoms, Exciſes, &c. And one Half of 
the Nation muſt become Slaves, that the other may 
be Lords. | | 

1 have ſtated this melancholy Period as yet at a 
Diſtance: but perhaps you will ſay it is at Hand, 
or that it now is. Perhaps you will even caſt voar 
Eyes back, and ſay it took Place long ago. Per- 


haps you will tell me that, for Numbers of Years 


together, there is not one Precedent of any Demand 
from the M r refuſed, but many of our being 
ſo excefhvely complaiſant as to bid him take o 

Purſes, and pleaſe himſelf, You will tell me, per- 
haps, that his Tools and Dependants are the Tribe 
of Gad, a Troop, authorized to live almoſt at Diſ- 
cretion: And that we are the Tribe of cb 
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typified by the Aſs couching down between two 
Burdens. You will tell me of Stipends paid to Fo- 
reign Princes, for the Hire of Forces, that we never 
did, nor could have occaſion to uſe ; of conditional 
and unconditional Grants made to the C— L—, 
with a Profuſion beyond Example; of Raree-Show 
Squadrons, known to be fitted out for no other End 
but to amuſe an injured, exaſperated People ; of an 
artful Ally's being prevailed upon, God only knows 
for what Conſideration, to eke out the Parade; and, 
ſince Hoſtilities have actually ſubſiſted, refuſing to 
ſtrengthen us with a ſingle Ship. Of other Squa- 
drons jent to rot in peſtilential Climates in Sight of 
the Prey they were forbid to touch. Of yet other 
Squadrons, employed to aſſiſt our moſt inveterate 
Enemies, againſt our faſteſt Friends: And again, to 
protect the richeſt of our Allies, againſt our ſaid 
inveterate Enemies, without Fee or Reward. Of a 
Medley of Treaties, all oppoſite to, and inconſiſt- 
ent with each other. Of Loſſes ſuſtained, and Af- 
fronts endured for many Years with Impunity; and 
followed by a Conven—n that will ſtink in the Noſe 
of every true Br to all Eternity. Of a W—-r 
entered into at the Inſtance of the whole Nation, 
and yet ſo managed as to become a greater Curſe 
than the long Series of Injuries it was calculated to 
redreſs, Of new Levies being ſent on the moſt 
deſperate Service, while our Veterans died the Mar- 
tyrs of their own Luxuries at Home. Of fiſty thou- 
ſand military Men maint1ired at an immoderate 
Charge, to feed on the Vitals of their Country, 
without once drawing a Sword againſt the Enemy: 
Of another Army of P—m—n, yet more coſtly, 
dangerous and deſtructive than the laſt, becauſe qua- 
lified to give a Sanction to, and abſolye each others 
„Crimes. Of an H— A——nt, expoſed firſt to a 
long Series of Neglects and Indignities ; betrayed, 
miſrepreſented, and, at laſt, compell'd to ſollicit the 
Jaterpoſition of the Public, even to make good the 
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Wants of his Houſhold. Of Dunbirl's being repaired, 
in Defiance of the moſt folemn Treaties. Of our 


not only looking tamely on while the Houſe of 


Auſtria was undone ; but while France, our natural 


Enemy, enlarged her Trade, Power, Wealth, and 


Dominion on every Side: Of a great and mighty 


Nation, always the Rival of that infidious Power, 


and more than once the Arbitreſs of her Fate, ſtill 
guarded with potent Armies, and invincible Fleets 
and yet ſo ſituated as to have no Ule of neither, 
but obliged to bear all Indignities, not only with- 
out Reſentment, but almoſt to acknowledge them 
as Favours. Cf the ſaid great and mighty Nation's 


being made the Pack Horſe, Poſt Horſe, Sumpter- 


Rorie, of a remote, tributary P—ce; and br.died, 
ſaddled, whipped, ſpurred, and loaded at the [1:cie- 
tion of the Rider: J hough diſdaining the Prudgery, 
though aſhamed of the Diigrace, and thovgh, by 
expreſs Stipulation, as beſore obſerved, excmpred 
from all Suit and Service whatſoever. And laitiy, 
of ONE MAN, who has made himſcolf the inſernal 
Inſtrument of rendering his Mother Country this 
hackney'd Beaſt of Burden, to obtain Impunity for 
his own unparallel d Tranſgreſſions. 

I fay, Gentlemen, you will perhaps put me in 
Mind of theſe and many more affecting Particulars, 
all ſo pernicious to the Commonweal, as ſcarce to 
admit of Aggravation, in order to convince me that 
the evil Day is already come, and that our imme» 
diate Buſineſs is not fo much to prevent as to deliver, 

Would to God I had Authority from Truth and 
Fact to think otherwiſe! Would to God the all- 


afflicting Viſitation had not ſpread ſo far! Would to 


God that our Cale was not ſo deſperate, and that 
gentler Remedies would effect a Cure! 


But as theſe are vain and idle Wiſhes; as that 
ONE MAN, who has ſo long undermined the C— 


n, is now ready to ſet fire to his Train, and 


blow up all Obſtructions: Tis better that Lat, ONE 
D 2 MAN 
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MAN gould die, than a-awhole Nation fbould periſb. 
To take the Truſt of our Commerce out of the 
wretched Hands in which it has been ſo long de- 
Poſited, to furniſh the ſtarving Manufacturer with: 
Bread. — To do Juſtice to the H Ap—-nt, and 


enable him to live, not only agreeable to his high. 


Rank, but the Dictates of his own generous Heart. 


To cut away thoſe pernicious Suckers that en- 


cumber the Growth, and:drain the vaal Sap, which: 


'ſhoald give Strength and Vigour to the Fruits of- 
Goverment, and to eaſe the People in general of 


that Load they are no longer able to bear, is doing 
our Buficeſs but by Halves. 

Juſtice, ſo long offended, fo often diſappointed, 
muit at length have her due: The public Guilt can- 
not be expiated without a public Sacrifice ; and that: 
One MAN, who has been the Author of all our 
Evis, mutt be the Victim. 

Convinc d as we are, that the Power of the K— 
and K m has been lodged in his Hands, who but 
he cn be accountable for the Abuſe of it? And, 
ſe para ed ſrom his Herd, diſarmed of his Terrors, 
and deprived of bis Support, as, upon exerting our- 
ſelves as we ought, I think he cannot fail to be; 
neither Times, Circumſtances, Facts, nor Evidence 


of any Kind, can long be wanting to prove his 


Life a legal Forfeit. . 
It is ſaid in Holy Writ, Mine Eye ſhall not pity, 
neither hall my Hand ſpare. Let our Conduct be 


ſuitable to that ſublime Authority. As Men we 
may commilerate the Frailties and Misfortunes of our 


Fellow - creatures, but as L rs, we are to harden 
our Hearts againſt every relenting Thought, we are 
to act as the Avengers of the Public, and to leave 


upon Record ſuch a Memorial of our Inflexibiltty, as 


may deter all M—-rs from accumulating the like 


Guilt, if they would avoid the like Puniſhment. 


In order to which, we muſt not, weakly and 
eff:minately, dwell on the Image of an almoſt omni- 
potent 


1 

potent M—r, falling from the Zenith of all worldly 
Greatneſs, and ſtrugg'ing with the united Reſent- 
ments of a whole People; but an over-grown Co- 
Ius of Power, rapaciouſly or fraudulently amaſſing 
together the Growth of tte Soil, the Sweat of the 
Labourer, the Art of the Mechanic, the Peril of 
the Mariner, and the Profit of the Merchant; ard 
ſervilely, wantonly, or corruptly dividing the Spoil, 
among Paraſites, Whiſperers, Informers, Projectors, 
and every other Species of Tools and Slaves; not to 
mention the enormous Waſte of his-own Prodigali- 
ties. 

In this Light conſider him, with his Foot on the 
Neck of the C—-w—th, and then aſk to whom 
Com paſſion is due? The dear, dear Land that gave 
you Birth, or the Monſter that not only meditates, 
but has almoſt accompliſhed its Ruin ? 

Neither, when we have made this Offering to 
Juſtice, is our Taſk at an End. If I mey be al- 
lowed to borrow Images from Antiquity, to trace 
Cacus to his Den, and deſtroy him there, was one 
of the Toils of Hercules; and to cleanſe the Auge 
Stable another: To purify this Realm from Cor- 
ruption, is an Attempt of the ſame Kind with the 
lait. Let us ſet about it in earneſt then! Let us 
ſet about it without Delay ! That the People may 
once more hope ; that they may have the Conlola- 
tion of ſeeing the long promiſed Year of Jubilee at 
Hand. 

To accompliſh this, let all the public Offices 
relating to, or depending cn the Revenues, undergo 
a thorough Inſpection: Let ſuch as appear ſuper- 
fluous be lopped off from the Eſtabliſhment without 
Mercy. Let all Sine-Cures, whether by Patent, or 
otherwiſe, undergo the ſame Fate. In all Places 
where Deputies do the Duty for the Fees, and the 
Principals receive the. entire Salary for the ſole 
Trouble of writing their Names, let the ſaid De- 
Puties be made the Principals, and let thoſe quon- 
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dam Principa!sbe conſidered as Drones, and dri ven 
out of the Hive. 

Let thoſe jJuntos of Men, ſtiled Commiſſioners of 
all Sorts, be reduced, where it is poſſible, to one, 
ewo, or three at moſt, and put under ſuch Limitati- 
ons as ſhall oblige them to be indeed the Servants 
C the Public, and not the Tools of a Briarean 

1 -—r. 


Let every Office of every Kind be reſtored to its 
original Independency, and the Superiors of each 


enjoy the- Power, as well as the Right, of filling up 
all Vacancies. 

Let:the Army, which, for ſo many Years, has 
been a Sanctuary to the Idle, the Diſſolute, and the 


Worthleſs, which has colt the Nation luch enormous 
Sums, which has ſerved only to ſet forth ridiculous: 
Reviews, and pacify the Fears of a hated R- cy, 


Let that uſeleſs, burthenſome, obnoxious Army be 
either honourably employed, or forthwith diſcharged. 

Let the Navy be put under ſuch Regulations, 
that neither Ships of Forc?, or Cruizers, or Stores 
of any Kind, or an Eſtabliſhment of Mariners, may 


ever be wanting, either to protect our Trade, cover 


our own Coaſts, or inſult thoſe of the Enemy. 


Let thoſe. Gentlemen who are moſt verſed in 


Bufineſs, take the national Debt into their ſerious 


Confideration, and digeſt into a Scheme the moſt- 
probable Means of, effectually, though gradually, 
delivering the People from that almoſt inſupportable- 
Load : But then let them proceed on ſuch Princi- - 
ples, as may enable us to beltow ſome Relief on the 


preſent Age, as we'l as thoſe to come : In particu- 


hr, in caſing the Taxes laid on the Neceſſaries of 
Life, ſuch as Coa's,- Candles, Soap, Salt, Leather, 


&c. which not only diftreſs both Vender and Con- 
ſumer, but render Labour dear, and conſequently 
put it into the Power of other Nations to ſteal 
away eur Commerce. 


Let 


[ 33] 

Let proper Meaſures be taken to open a Mar- 
ket for our Wool at Home, that the Grower may 
lie under no Temptation to export it, and that 
we may apain. thrive on the Induſtry of the 
Poor, as well as the Product of our Soil. 

Let two or more Auditors or Inſpectors be ap- 


pointed, by Authority of P t, and account 
able to P t only, to examine the public 
Accounts annually-; and, at the Opening of every 
8 n, give in a regular, circumſtantial State 
thereof; together with a clear, well- digeſted 
Abſtract of each, ſhewing the Receipts, Iſſues, 
Deficiencies, Surpluſes, Charges, and Encumbran- 
ces; that it may no more be in the Power of 
future M r to bubble the Nation for Want 
of proper Lights, and, at the ſame Time, skreen 
his own Conduct from Detection and Puniſh- 
ment: And that every Man in G-— 5—, 
who contributes to the Expence of G—— A 
may have Demonſtration that he is taxed no more 
than is ſtrictly neceſſary; and that not a Far- 
thing is diverted from the Purpoſes for which it 
was granted. 

Let one H—ſe, at leaſt, be ſet free from the 
Imputation of being made up of, or tainted with 
the Fellowſhip of C- t- Mercenaries: And in or- 
der thereto, let us once more uſe our utmoſt Ef- 
forts to carry that virtuous, ſelf-deny ing Point, 
2 we have ſo often and ſo vainly ſtruggled 

or. 

The Management of the W—, which, to every 
common Eye, preſents ſuch a Complication of 
Blunders, Delays Diſappointments, and Misfor- 
tunes, let us examine with the utmoſt Rigour, 
that we may know, of a Certainty, whether, as 
ſuſpected, it was meant for a Tragi-Comedy, to 
which the S—p—4d Expedition ſerved as a Pro- 
logue; whether the E-—y was p- rp— ly ſpar- 
ed, the Merchants p--rp-— ly expoſed, and the 
Nation p--rp—ly cheated of the * 
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had ſo long demanded, and ſo ardently expected: 
Or whether a criminal Tenderneſs for any f —r—n 
Contingency, which has already devoured Milli- 
ons in Stipends to thoſe Princes, who fatien on 
the Blood of their Subjects, has induced, or ob- 
liged thoſe at the Helm to give up the Intereſt, 
Power, Wealth, and Honour of their C Ys 
as the infamous Ranſom of thoſe from whom we 
never did, nor ever can reap the leaſt Advantage. 
And if, upon Inquiry, any Ground or Shadow for 
the leaſt Suſpicion ſhould appear, let us recur to 
the original 17 let us boldly, though 
dutifully, ſet forth the manifold Infractions of it, 
and inſiſt upon ſuch an additional Security, as 
ſhall for ever deliver us from the like Violations. 
Wie cannot, 'tis true, nor do we deſire to wreſt 
the Direction of foreign Affairs out of the Hands 
of the — But ſo vague, ſo confuſed, fo 
fluctuaring, ſo contradictory, ſo detrimental, have 
proved our late N-g s at every Court in 
Europe, that it is high Time they ſhould be form- 
ed into ſome certain Syſtem, which might either 
reſtrain a raſh or ignorant = r from break- 
ing the Bounds preſcribed him by the Wiſdom of 
his Country, or render him anſwerable for the 
Treſpaſs, if he did. This we have both a 
Riglit and a Power to do in a Remonſtrance, 
though we ought not, perhaps, to attempt it in a 
Law: And that nothing is more reaſonable or ne- 
ceſſary, appears from the Letters of the excellent 
Sir }/lliam Temple, who lamented the Want of 
ſome ſuch Syſtem long ago. ” 
Even the Conſtitution itſelf, Gentlemen, ap- 
plauded as it is, may have received certain Shocks 
and Injuries, which it may be high Time to re- 
air. Let us then begin with the Baſis, and in- 
ſpect every Crack and Flaw to the very Roof: 
Whatever Age and Cuſtom have rendered vene- 
rable, let us preſerve: Whatever is weak and 
crazy, let us ſtrengthen and ſupport; Whatever 
. 2 
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is over-loaded, and top-heavy, let us lighten and 
relieve : Whatever is a Terror or a Nuſance, let 
us remove! Ever remembring, that *tis founded 
on the Rock of natural Right; that it 1s ce- 


mented with the richeſt Blood of our nobleſt 


Forefathers ; that it is fortified with Magna Charta, 


Numbers. of Times renewed and confirmed; and: 


that it was meant to be rendered impregnable 4 
the Revolution, and the Act of Settlement which 
followed it! | 

Gentlemen,. in the general, I have hitherto- 
addreſſed myſelf to you on ſuch Principles and 
Concluſions, as are of moſt Importance, accord- 
ing to the Syſtems of modern Politicians; viz. 
ſuch as tend only to relieve, or promote nati- 
onal Intereſt, under the two great Heads of 
Wealth and Power. 

But I am far from adviſing you to ſtop here. 
No, as well as a own | Brook there is a 
growing Lee of Manners reigning a- 
mong us. Arts and Sciences, though perhaps on 
the Decline, are not yet in Diſgrace; but alas! 
I greatly fear that Virtue is. Youth itſelf ſeems 
to be ſcarce innocent; and in Age how ſeldom 
do we find a ſtanch Integrity? Faſhion has ren- 
dered it ridiculous even in the Fair to bluſh ; 
and from habitual Vices, but teo many of our 
Sex, find it almoſt impoſſible. The Inſtances. 
which occur _ of the moſt ſacred Conſide- 
rations ſet io public Sale, and publicly juſtified, 
have helped to propagate an univerſal Venality 
through the Kingdom. If a Price may be ſet on 
our | ing our Conſciences, our Country, and 


our Religion, what is it that Gold is not autho- 


riſed to buy ? Or who may not glory in having 
fold his Word, his Child, his Friend, or his 
Wife? 

With regard to Oſtentation, Riot, Luxury, 
and Debauchery of all Kinds, they have deluged 
the whole Land. We have learned to reckon our 


Plea- 
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Pleaſures only by our Vices, and Men are more 
out of Countenance now, at any Reſerve of Mo- 
deration and Goodneſs, than formerly in being 
detected in any criminal Exceſs. Even the un- 
done Spendthrift and blaſted Bankrupt regret 
their ruined Fortunes, only as they are thereby 
diſabled from mingling any longer in the Prodt- 
galities of the Times. 

As well, therefore, as to the Encroachments 
of arbitrary Power, ler us oppoſe ourſelves as an 
inſurmountable Dam to this impetuous Torrent, 
which gathers Strength every Hour, and threatets 
to bear down all before it. Let us begin th's no- 
ble Task with our!elves. Let us ſer Examples of 
Innocence, of Juftice, of Benevolence, and of 
every Virtue ! Let the Surplus of our Fortunes 
be PA diſpoſed of as may ſerve to improve the 
public Taſte, ſo as may encourage Induſtry, re- 
ward Ingenuity, and make Expence itſelf merito- 
rious: So as may recover the Reputation of 
Wealth, for Ages branded as the Root of all 
Evil; and ſo as may dem nſtrate that the moſt re- 
fined and delicate Pleaſures are thoſe only worth 
purſuing or enjoying. 

Having thus far deviated from the common 
Track, allow me to treſpaſs yet a little farcher ; 
allow me to quit the frozen, unanimated Manner 
of thinking and ſpeaking, which the falſe Deco- 
rum of theſe effeminate Times has, hitherto, ob- 
liged us to preſerve. 2 

The Honour of a Nation, in my Eye, Gentle- 
men, appears to be not a Chimera, but a Reality ; 
not an Idol, but a Divinity. | 

I cannot read the glorious Struggle of the Bn- 

rons with their Kings, for the Preſervation and 
Security of their Hirth- Rights: J cannot follow 


the Two great Edwards, Father and Son, through 
their Battles and Triumphs: I cannot meditate | 


on the mighty Deſigns and unparallel'd Succeſſes 
of the Fitth Hem): I cannot paſs over the Mag - 
nanimity 


tt 
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nanimity of that matchleſs Woman Queen ra- 


beth: I cannot review that Conſtellation of Heroes 
which appeared on the Side of Liberty during the 


great Civil War: I cannot recollectt the Action 


of # /ak2's, or the Saying of GromwePs or. the Dig- 
nity of and Reſpect due to the Er h Name: [ 
cannot Walt on thole nobie State hiwntyrs, Reffel 


and duty, to the Scafrold : | cannot rrace the 


Progreſs ct the laſt Revolution, nor enumerate. 


the annual Victories that have rendered the Name 
of /arlboroug/ immortal: I cannot, I fay, revolve 
this nubic Succcliion of grand Evenis and i]!uftri- 
ous Characters, without a Tranſport which I know 
not how io expreſs, without having the venerable 
Idea of Engliſh Honour for-ever before me; with- 
out exulting that it had once a Being; nor when 
I regard the welaacholy Sequel, wichout the 
more ! that it is now no more | 

On Gentlemen! — how dreadful is the Condi- 
tion of that People who have ſcarce any Liberty 
to detend, or Honour to loſe ? God forbid it 
ſhould be ours! But if theſe Apprehenſions of 
mine are groundleſs, if I ſound the Alarm be- 
fore Danger is in Sight, ler ſome one of more 
Penetration riſe up, and point out what Acqui- 
fitions we have made, what Trophies we have 


moſt afflicting Apprehenſions, that it is now no 


raiſed, what Improvements we have added to 


the rich Legacy bequeathed us by our Anceftors ? 
We are, at leaſt we are told we are, in a Scate 
of Action, when Opportunities are never want- 
ing to Men of Enterprize: We are as powerful 
as ever both by Sca and Land; our Soldiers and 
Seamen, are, in all Appearance, animated with as 
much Courage and Reſolution as the braveſt of 
their Predeceſſors: And yet, with our Swords 
drawn in our Hands, we ſeem to {lumber over 
all theſe Advantages, which ſerve cnly to exalt 


the Triumph of our Enemies, and agg .avate our 
own Difgrace. 
One 
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One Man indeed ſtands forth like our Guar- 
dial Angel, to convince the World, that the Na- 
tion itſelf is not in Fault, and that, if thoſe Ad- 
vantages were at his Diſpoſal, and the Power 
was in his Hand, the preſent Times would have 
their Heroes to boaſt of as well as the paſt; the 
Britiſh Genius would be crowned with freſh Lau- 
rels, and the whole World of Waters be taught 

to confeſs and obey its Soverei 

But this one Man, this brave, this vigilant, 
this indefatigable Man, has the Curſe of being 
circumſcribed in all his Motions, of being ill- 
ſupplied, ill ſeconded, and often traverſed in his 
nobleſt Efforts to ſerve his Country, and augment 
his own Glory; inſomuch that he now appears 
to be little better than the Commadore of a Fleet 
of Tenders, freighted with military Stores and 
Proviſions; the one to be conſumed in Waſte, and 
the other, perhaps, not to be conſumed at all. 

That national Honour, then, ſo deſervedly ex- 
rolled, fo patherically deplored, is in the Wane 
at leaſt, if not, in a Manner, extinguiſhed, and 
requires our inftant, earneſt, and unwearied En- 
deavours, to reſtore it to its ancient Luſtre. 

Nor do I know a more effectual Way to com- 
paſs this great End, than by addreſſing the T—, 
that this Hero of ours, fince now no longer ſer- 
viceable in his military Capacity, may be reſtored 
to his Country, as a 1 according to 
his own repeated Defire : In that Station, his ac- 
tive Spirit cannot be cramped by limited Or- 
ders; his Concern for our departing Honour 
cannot be ſuppreſſed, nor his Zeal for its Reco- 
very controll'd, What we have learned from 
common Fame, what has eſcaped even in the 
Accounts publiſhed by Authority, what he has 
hinred in his plaintive Letters, will then be ex- 
plained at large by his own Patriot Voice: by 
whoſe aſſaſſinating Hand our lamented Honour was 
laid in the Duſt, will then be known; nor will 

| it 
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it tlien be poſſible for the detected Parricide any 

Longer to eyade the — Hand of Juſtice. 

el Tet me retract, therefore, thoſe Aue c Ap- 
prehenſions, I before perhaps too haſtily expreſ- 
ed! When we can obtain Juſtice, the Wounds 
our Honour has received will ſoon cloſe, will 
ſoon be healed, and ſcarce the Scars remain to 
embitter Remembrance. 

The Hiſtories of all Nations reſemble March 
and April Weather, and are made up of Storms 
and Calms, Showers and Sunſhine. Perhaps our 
tempeſtuous Seaſon has already ſpent its Fury, 
and we are on the Eve of a golden Period, 
that may vie with the brighteſt In Story; or if 
the Clouds, that ſtill furround us, threaten to 
fully the Proſpect yet a little longer, the Land 
will be more refreſhed by it in the End; the 
Sun of Honour will ſhine out clearer over Head, 
and Liberty take the deeper Root below. 

In confidence of which, let us addreſs our- 
ſelves to the noble Task before propoſed, with 
the Ardour, Reſolution, and Perſeverance of 
Men who are determined both to deſerve and 
command Succeſs. Should one of the fair and 
helpleſs Sex, with an inſatiable Leech faſten'd 
at every Pore, draining away the laſt Remains 
of Life, lift up her dying Eyes to ſupplicate 
Pity and Relief, who would not fly to her 
Aſſiſtance? Let us think of —in the 
ſame Light, as beſet wich the like Vermin, as 
reduced to the like Extremity, and beſeeching 
the like Deliverance. 

And, if, which I believe impoſſible, our 
Hearts are grown fo callous, as to ftand in 
need of yer ſtronger Incentives, look up to 
that illuſtrious P „ who, diſdaining 
all private Conſiderations, rejecting all ſeducing 


Ofters, 
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Offers; inſcnſible of all private Diſtreſſes, em- 


barks his All in the Cauſe of the Common- 
wealth; imploring, that, according to his In- 
tegrity, he and his may proſper, and take Fire 


ur che matchleſs Exam 


